
March 11, 1999 LB 148

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

that are appropriate under this...under this trust fund, it 
appears, by their description, that the grant program can be for 
one year or it can be for 25 years. Would you agree with that?
SENATOR JENSEN: I would agree with that.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. So, therefore, the long-term nature of
this commitment is also not contrary to this particular fund. 
Everything fits except one thing, and I have to admit this, 
everything fits except one thing. The only thing that doesn't 
fit is that they have not yet designated the council, although 
under the statute they should have by now. They have not yet 
designated the council to make these decisions about what they 
want to fund and what they don't want to fund, what they want to 
fund first, second, third, that sort of thing. So maybe you 
want to continue down the road of striking this amendment, but I 
certainly hope if you do that, and, Senator Byars, I hate to say 
this but I have to say honestly, I certainly hope if they strip 
this amendment off that then they will delay or otherwise cause 
this bill to wait until the advisory committee is formed and a 
decision is made by that...by that advisory committee. Because, 
otherwise, it seems to me we're funding out of General Funds
what should have been funded out of the Health Care Trust Fund,
or at least the Health Care Trust Fund people should have been
given the opportunity to fund it there before other funding was
required outside of the trust fund. So I hope you will take 
that into consideration and, Senator Byars, when you get time to 
speak, I wanted to ask you, and I also would invite Senator 
Jensen to respond to the question, of whether this particular 
bill and proposition has been coordinated with the community 
health care sections of the statutes, which is designed to be 
the delivery mechanism, apparently, of community public health 
services statewide. And, as I understand it, there's a 
statewide plan and that there are advisory committees set up 
around six different community health regions which are to 
approve and advise on particular public health kinds of programs 
and propositions. And so what I would ask you, Senator Jensen, 
to start with, has this bill been coordinated through the 
regional community health care groups and with their advisory 
committees? I would be interested in knowing that.
SENATOR JENSEN: Senator Beutler, I'm sure that they have


